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WORD

“You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use 
your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve 
one another in love.” (Galatians 5:13)

Jesus calls us to freedom, but that does not mean independence. We 
are free from the yoke of bondage to the law, but that does not mean 
we have no yokes at all. We have His yoke (Matt. 11:30). Without a 
yoke, you have no direction and no purpose. You don’t need the law 
to control you, but that doesn’t mean you should control you. You 
need the Spirit, Jesus living in you, to control you from within. His 
yoke is tailor-made for each of us and He is co-yoked with us so that 
we may walk and work with Him!

Unfortunately, a lot of us may have played the grace card.  I can play 
now and pray later. We take advantage of God’s grace and forgive-
ness. “God knows I’m weak in this area. He will forgive me when I 
ask Him after I sin” some say. So instead of legalism, there is lawless-
ness. Sin becomes rationalized.



Don’t ever fall for the lie that says “I can go on sinning so that grace 
may abound.” True, your sinning won’t affect God’s love for you, but it 
will surely affect you. It will enslave and kill you. This is not God’s will for 
your life.

Grace is no more a license to sin than electricity is a license to electro-
cute yourself. True, you can use electricity to electrocute yourself but 
God forbid that you would! That’s not what it’s for. God created electricity 
so you could enjoy light and warmth. Grace, like electricity is meant to 
bring life not death, and there is no life in sin.

We need to see sin for what it really is. Sin is not some benign activity 
that isn’t as bad as everyone makes out. Sin is deadly. As God warned 
Cain, Sin is a crouching beast that desires to master you. 

Is grace a license to sin?1
What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that 
grace may abound? By no means! How can we who 
died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of us 
who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were bap-
tized into his death? We were buried therefore with him 
by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too 
might walk in newness of life.  (Romans 6:-14)



Is grace a license to sin? I’m allowed to do anything.2

Serve one another through love3

“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are 
helpful. “All things are lawful for me,” but I will not be 
dominated by anything.  (1cor 6:12)

Christ does not set us free so that we can do whatever we want to 
do; Christ sets us free so that we can do whatever God wants us 
to do. Let us not get into the trap of focusing too much on our own 
freedom.  What we start to do freely (because we want to, like to, or 
just because we can) can become our master.  

We can, freely, ignore a healthy diet, not exercise, start smoking, 
get drunk daily, buy on credit until we’re drastically in debt, and be 
mean to family, friends, neighbors, and co-workers. Soon,  what we 
chose freely -- any one of them -- can dominate our life and we will 

To place one’s needs above your own is truly possessing the heart 
and mind of Christ. For the heart of Christ is consumed with mer-
cy, compassion, and love and ALL who profess to be his, should 
be LIKE him. Yet there are many among us who desire more to be 
served rather than to serve.  We believe greatness is accomplished 
by one’s status, great name, the company they keep, or spiritual 
gifts. However, greatness is not achieved through ones position, 
title, name, possessions and the like, according to Christ greatness 
is achieved through service.

“You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use 
your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve 
one another in love.” (Galatians 5:13)
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Time and  self5

Prayer Points6
To be united inspite or our differences to  pursue your calling in our lives.
be able to work together and focus  on the needs of the chruch.

To be bold in going into the world making disciples, baptizing them, and 
teaching them to do what you command. 

That we realise that we  are to live and breathe in our desire to serve God 
by loving , supporting and serving one another.

Serving includes giving of time and self. Serve when needed, not 
just when convenient. Be willing to adjust your schedule and alter 
your plans in order to serve others. Be willing to make sacrifices in 
order to serve. Most of us will make sacrifices to get something we 
want, or to do something we want to do. But when it comes to serv-
ing others, suddenly our tolerance for inconvenience shrinks.

Serve others with the talents that God has gifted you. An act of 
kindness  and selfless giving goes along way in bringing the love of 
Christ to others.

We can encourage others and it  does not involve great personal 
gifts of speech, or musical talent. Encouragement can be done by 
anyone, who will simply try to see those around them through the 
eyes of Christ, and there is a great need for people who will lift up 
rather than put down. An attitude of giving hope and encouragement 
is what we should cultivate daily so that we can be salt and light to 
those who are struggling with  many  of  the issues of life.


