
3.3
Love without Limits

NOTES

CONNECT TIME

Why do you think  many people want to be in a relationship? 

Can you continue to love someone who doesn’t love you back?

How would you describe unconditional love? Cite an example.

Experiencing God’s Unconditional Love



WORD

“In this the love of God was made manifest among 
us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that 
we might live through him. In this is love, not that we 
loved God but that he loved us…” (1 John 4:9,10) 

A relationship with God is like no other relationship you may 
have experienced. God has a unique kind of love for you. It is 
unconditional (not based upon meeting certain conditions). 
God loves you because He loves you.

He does not love you based upon your performance. There is 
nothing you can do to cause God to love you any more than He 
already does—and there is nothing that will cause God to love 
you any less. He loves you, even more than you love yourself.

GOD’S LOVE IS UNCONDITIONAL1

It is important to note that God’s love is a love that initiates; 
it is never a response. That is precisely what makes it un-
conditional. If God’s love were conditional, then we would 
have to do something to earn or merit it. We would have to 
somehow appease His wrath and cleanse ourselves of our sin 
before God would be able to love us. But that is not the bibli-
cal message. The biblical message—the gospel—is that God, 
motivated by love, moved unconditionally to save His people 
from their sin.



“I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn 
you with loving kindness” (Jeremiah 31:3).

OUR RESPONSE:OBEDIENCE2
 God gave His Son as a sacrifice for the guilt of your sins.  His act 
of love for you calls for a loving response from you .  The most ef-
fective way you can demonstrate your love for God, in response 
to His love for you already demonstrated in the gospel, is by 
obeying the gospel. 

“This is how God showed his love among us: He sent 
his one and only Son into the world that we might live 
through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice 
for our sins” (1 John 4:9-10).

“I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who 
live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in 
the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave Himself up for me.” ( Galatians 2:20)

“ But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of 
sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of 
teaching to which you were committed,” (Romans 6:17)



Scripture quotations are from  The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version. ESV® Permanent Text Edition® (2016). Copyright © 2001 
by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publish-
ers.
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A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD3
Love requires relationship, as love is a dynamic force or presence 
that naturally seeks expression. Simply put, love loves! And in 
order to do that there must be an object of that love or it is in-
complete. God desires to have a relationship with us.

We can choose to accept and embrace God’s love or we can 
choose to ignore or reject it.  We were formed from dust, but 
because of God’s great love for us, we received the breath of God, 
with its intrinsic and inherent life. This life gives us the capacity 
and desire to be in relationship and to love in return.

Our relationship with God is expressed through our devotion to 
him, our obedience to his wishes, and our attitudes toward his 
will and best desires for us. He loved us first, enabling us to re-
spond properly to His love and His love never fails. 

“In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved 
us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, 
if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.” 
(1 John 4:10-11)


